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April 2019 

 
Dear Parent, 
 
We are now in the final moments before the GCSE exams begin for our Y11 students (the public exam 
timetable is available on our website here). This is a very stressful time for the children but I have been 
very impressed with their work ethic; not only have they been working hard in lessons; many have 
been attending a number of the 53 academic clinics that we have been running each week. 
 
Revision 
We have been reiterating to the students that they need to ensure that their time is used effectively 
over the upcoming weeks. It is important to work hard in class but real success will depend on the 
amount of effort they put in outside of the classroom.  Over the Easter Holidays, students will need to 
make sure that they devote a considerable amount of time to studying. To help with this process, each 
Department has compiled a series of materials that students can use for revision here. Each subject 
has a page which has information pertaining to each paper they sit in the subject. For each paper, 
there is a hyperlink which will direct students to a past paper, a mark scheme and an exam report (a 
useful document which is compiled by the exam board and summarises how students can achieve well 
on the paper based on national exam performance). In addition, each Head of Department has 
included a summary of key messages which outline how a student can do well in the subject. The 
students have been given the advice to complete 6 chunks of revision a day, with each session lasting 
approximately 50 minutes; this structure mirrors our school day.  
 
Study Leave 
You will also be interested to know the decision we have taken regarding study leave for Y11s. Aside 
from when they are in an examination, students will continue to follow their normal timetable 
(Monday – Saturday) until Thursday 13th June (period 6 being their final lesson). Up until the moment 
a student sits their final exam in a specific subject, their teacher will be conducting guided revision 
lessons designed to support the student in their studies. Once a student has completed the final 
examination in a particular subject, they will continue to attend the timetabled lesson but will be able 
to conduct independent revision for other subjects. It is vital, therefore, that students prepare 
themselves adequately to ensure that they have the resources necessary to work independently in 
these lessons as they will not be able to access materials electronically. If a student has a different 
subject’s exam that day or the next morning, the teacher will allow them to conduct personal revision 
for this exam should the student so wish.  
 
We have taken some time to arrive at this plan for students and have thought carefully about this 
decision; it is vital that students are well supported throughout the exam season and we have taken a 
view that a ‘business as usual’ approach is most effective for our students. This plan also means that 
students will be interfacing with subject specialists right up to the exam, which we hope will be highly 
beneficial. Studies have shown that students revise better in smaller chunks and we believe that this 
plan facilitates this as there will be movement in between lessons. Of course, students will still be 
expected to undertake independent prep in the evening and it is during this time that they will have 
the freedom for more extended periods of study. 

http://www.raa-school.co.uk/downloads/public%20exams%20schedule%20-%20summer%202019.pdf
http://www.raa-school.co.uk/downloads/ks4%20easter%20revision%20pack%20mar19.pdf


 
 
Although the focus now is very much based on hard work and perseverance, we are also very much 
looking forward to the leavers’ assembly and the prom. This will be an excellent opportunity for 
students to put the books down, don their glad rags and celebrate all of their achievements. Mrs West 
(Head of Upper School) and Ms Kaye will be communicating with you further on both of these events. 
 
Finally, I do understand that this is a very stressful time for the children and, consequently, parents 
too. We have compiled a handbook which should give you guidance on all you need to know about 
the public exams.  (here) 
 
Please may I take this opportunity to offer you and your family a lovely Easter break. 
 
Your sincerely, 

 
 
 
 
 

Rea Mitchell 
Deputy Head (Academic) 
 
 
 
 

http://www.raa-school.co.uk/downloads/raas%20public%20examinations%20handbook-2018-2019.pdf

