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School Office:  01737 649000 

 
Weekly Newsletter 
Issue No.18– 2014/2015 
6th February 2015 
 

The following items can be found within this 
week’s Newsletter: 

 
Whole School 

PTA Bingo Night (p2) 
Chaplain’s 400 (p3) 

Drama Department News (p3) 
Whole School Mufti Day (p4) 

Junior School 
NSPCC Fundraiser (p4) 

X Country (p4) 
Star of the Week & Golden Book (p5) 

Parental Consultations (p6) 
Senior School 

Y9 & Y11 Parental Consultations (p6) 
Invigilator Vacancies (p6) 

Data & Examinations Info (p7) 
Y10 Study Skills Support (p7) 

Pupils Names to go 1000mph (p8) 
Y12 Form Prefects (p9) 

Sports Results (pp.10-11) 
Menu w.c 09.02.2015 

 
 

 
 
 

THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK 
 

“I’m a great believer in luck, and I find the harde r I work the more I have of it.” 
Thomas Jefferson 
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DRAMA DEPARTMENT NEWS  
Advance notice of upcoming performances: 
 
GCSE & A Level exam performances 
Final performance of devised pieces 
(this is a public performance but also an exam) 
Monday 3rd March 7pm 
Open to all 
Free entry, retiring collection 
 
Y7 Shadow puppetry show 
Performance of work created within Drama lessons 
Friday 13th March 7pm 
Open to parents and friends of performers 
Free entry, retiring collection.  
 
School Drama Festival 
KS2-5 performance competition 
Winning performers will be awarded the first ever RAAS Drama Festival Cup 
Friday 20th March 7pm 
Open to all 
Free Entry, retiring collection 
 
Fight Night 
Performance of stage combat skills taught by  
RC-Annie (professional fight instructors and choreo graphers)  
Monday 23rd March 7pm 
Open to all 
Free Entry, retiring collection                                                                                                               Emma Love  

emmalove@gatton-park.org.uk  
 



 4 

JUNIOR SCHOOL 

 
 

Whole School Mufti – British Heart Foundation  
 

Today we held a whole school Mufti Day to raise funds for the British Heart Foundation. All pupils were 
asked to wear an item of red clothing and to donate £1. The total funds collected will be published in next 
week’s issue.  

NSPCC Fundraiser  
 
During our assembly on Tuesday, Emma Le Maitre from the NSPCC talked to the children about their 
important work. This was both an informative and inspirational assembly, and the children heard some 
very important messages.  
 
During the assembly, the children were also invited to help other children by raising vital funds to 
support the work of the NSPCC, which includes the special helpline service for children – ChildLine.  
 
This year alone, ChildLine aims to answer over half a million calls from children and young people who 
need someone to turn to, while the NSPCC helpline will continue to provide advice and support to 
thousands of adults who are concerned about a child’s safety and wellbeing. The NSPCC needs your 
help to make sure that every child receives the help they need. I truly hope that you will support this 
special cause. 
 
Your child has been given an activity sheet and sponsor form. If you would like to help make a 
difference and participate in this activity, please ensure that the form and sponsor money are returned 
to school by Thursday 26 th February 
 
You may be aware that charities are able to claim Gift Aid on contributions from UK tax payers. The 
sponsor form should be completed giving the sponsor’s full name and address, including the post code, 
and a tick put in the UK taxpayer box.  
 
Every day in the UK, children face overwhelming problems. For many of these children, the NSPCC 
and ChildLine are their only hope. The money that we raise at Royal Alexandra and Albert School will 
make a real difference to children’s lives. 
 
Your support is very much appreciated. 

Ines Salman  
Head of the Junior Department 

 

X Country Event at Wray Common  
 

16 junior pupils took part in the X Country events at Wray Common. Mr Hobbs took his X Country team 
and they had a great time. 
 
Our best performers were the Year 5/6 girls who came 3rd overall.  
 
Notable performances from Suzie Hobbs 6th and Mia Collins 8th in the Year 5/6 girls and Liam Reeve, 
15th in the Year 5/6 boys.   
 
All children were well behaved and enjoyed it. I would like to thank Mr Hobbs and Miss Spencer for 
accompanying the team to the event.  
 

Ines Salman 
Head of the Junior Department 
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SENIOR SCHOOL 

 

 

Junior School Parents Consultation Meetings  
 
Our Parent Consultation Meetings this term are on Tuesday 10 February for Flexi and Day Boarders  
from 4pm until 6pm and Friday 13 February for Boarders  from 2:00pm – 4:00pm.  
 
For Y4 ONLY there is an additional date of Saturday 7 February  from 10:00am until 11:00am. 
 
The meeting will be an opportunity for you to discuss your child’s Autumn Interim Report with their 
teacher and will take place in their classrooms. 
 
If you have not already made an appointment and would like to do so please email Fiona Mallinson at 
fionamallinson@gatton-park.org.uk�
 

 
Year 9 and Year 11 Parental Consultation Evenings 

 
Day Boarders/Day Pupils:       Tuesday 10 February 17.00 – 20.00 
Boarders:                                      Frid ay 13 February 14.30 – 16.30 

 
Please be advised that we have Parental Consultation Evenings next week for pupils in Year 
9 and Year 11. 
 
Meetings with teachers/form tutors are by appointment only.  Invitation letters have been 
sent out to all Year 9 and Year 11 parents/guardians, along with guidelines, which ensures 
appointments are made quickly and efficiently for you.  They have the opportunity to meet 
with up to 7 individual subject teachers and in addition an appointment can be requested with 
Mrs Ross, Head of Sixth Form and/or Mrs Legg, Careers Advisor who will also be present on 
the evening. 
 
Mr Spencer Ellis, other members of the senior leadership team and Heads of Year will also 
be present and available on both evenings. 

 

Exam Invigilator Vacancies  

We are currently looking to increase the number of Invigilators in our Examinations Team. The role of an 
Invigilator is many and varied, but attention to detail and the capacity to be a good team player is vital. 
 
Invigilators would ideally need to be available from either 8.00am and/or 1.00pm and remuneration is 
£8.00 per hour.  
 
Please contact examsofficer@gatton-park.org.uk if you would like further details. 
 
Completed application forms (available on the School’s website) should be emailed to hr@gatton-
park.org.uk   

Available From: ASAP  
 

Data & Exams Office 
examsofficer@gatton-park.org.uk   
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Data & Examinations Information – February 2015  
 

All pupils will be given the following information at Half Term on Friday 13th February. There will be an 
additional tutor period at 2pm and Teachers will be handing out the reports to their tutor groups.  
 
KS3 Yrs 7-9 – Autumn Term Prep Project Results / Attendance & Pastoral Information 

 
KS4 Yr 10 – Controlled Assessment Guidance Booklet / Attendance Information 
        Yr 11 – Draft copy of Summer Exam Timetable / Attendance Information 
 
KS5 Yrs 12 & 13 – Draft copy of Summer Exam Timetable 
 
If any pupil in Yrs 11-13 has a query with their Draft Exam Timetable, they need to come up to the Exams 
Office to see our Exams Officer – Ms Richardson, or email examsofficer@gatton-park.org.uk as soon as 
possible. 

Data & Exams Office 
examsofficer@gatton-park.org.uk   

  

 
Year 10 – Study Skills Support 

 
As part of the ongoing support and preparation for GCSE examinations we have bought all Year 10 pupils 
a copy of a “Revision Cracked” this is a booklet which provides suggestions and guidance for revision and 
study skills. Tutors will be giving out the booklets on Thursday 12th February in tutor time and will be 
discussing with pupils how to use to best effect – the booklets will also be used in Citizenship/ PSHE 
lessons as we prepare for Year 10 mock weeks. 
 
Year 10 mock weeks are Monday 20th April until Saturday 25th April for written mocks and week beginning 
Monday 27th April for any class based practical assessments. A full mock timetable and assessment guide 
for each subject will be sent out during the next half term. 
 
In addition Year 10 pupils are welcome to attend the 4-5 study skills session that runs as part of the 
activity programme on a Wednesday evening in room 18. 
 
Year 11 – GCSE support 
 
All Year 11 pupils have a copy of the additional revision sessions that departments are currently running 
which includes a session on study skills which is run on a Wednesday 4-5pm. Pupils were given a copy of 
the study guide “Revision cracked” in the first half term – if they need an additional copy they can be 
purchased for £1 from my office.  
 
Year 7, 8 and 9 assessment weeks  
 
This is advance notice (no action required at the moment) that the Year 7,8 and 9 assessment weeks will 
be: 
 
Formal written assessments – week beginning 20th April 
Practical classroom based assessments – week beginning 27th April. 
 
Full timetables will be provided for the written assessments and we will provide an assessment guide 
which will highlight the nature of each assessment and the content to be covered. Teachers will go 
through each assessment to ensure that pupils are aware of what they need to revise and prepare as part 
of their ongoing weekly prep. All information and timetables will be sent out during next half term. 
 

 
Kathryn Hobbs – Deputy Head 

kathrynhobbs@gatton-park.org.uk   
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Pupils' Names to go 1000mph  
 
Pupils from the Royal Alexandra and Albert School beat other teams to have their names on a car that 
aims to break the land speed record.  
 
Nineteen high-achieving pupils from Year 9 visited the Bloodhound Engineering Adventure Project in 
Reading. The project is connected to Bloodhound SCC, the next British attempt to break the land 
speed record by travelling at 1000mph in 2016.  
 
Britain has been involved with the land speed record for the last one hundred years and Bloodhound 
SCC is the latest project. Although their ultimate aim is to break the land speed record set in 1997 by 
ThrustSCC, the Project aims to inspire school children from the ages of five to nineteen to become 
engineers and scientists of the future.  
 
During the day at the Bloodhound Engineering Project, the Year 9 pupils took part in a number of 
different workshops. The first was a show and tell where engineers from the Project went through the 
Bloodhound’s technology and different car components. Pupils then had the opportunity to design and 
build a car propelled by a rocket.  
 
Pupils from the Royal Alexandra and Albert School and another school split up into groups to come up 
with a concept. The winner with the best car would have their names written on the tail fin of the actual 
Bloodhound SCC car. As expected, the competition was fierce, but one of the Royal Alexandra and 
Albert teams won! 
 
The winning team included four pupils, William Clark, Matthew Misquita, Oliver Sosabowski and 
Jonathan Self. Will said of their win, “We had a really fantastic day. I was so excited to have won, 
especially because our names are going to be on the Bloodhound tail fin.” 
Jonathan agrees, “That was the highlight of the day. Everything was very interesting but getting to build 
a car from K’nex pieces and then winning was the best.” 
 
The trip seems to have made the Year 9 pupils think about their futures and whether they would like to 
be involved in science and engineering. Jonathan said of his future career, “I think I would like to go 
into the sciences, but I want focus on dentistry rather than engineering.” 
 
Will, however, was inspired by the technology he saw. “I’ve thought about being an aerospace 
engineer. I think that’s what I would like to do.” 
 
Miss Ingrid Rolland, teacher of Physics at School, was one of the trip leaders. She said of the day, “The 
purpose of our visit was to inspire our pupils to consider pursuing careers in Science, Technology, 
Engineering and Mathematics by giving them an insight into the amazing Bloodhound project. In all, it 
was an inspirational day which reinforced a Year 9 Science topic on the scheme of work and hugely 
benefitted pupils who attended.” 
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Year 12 For m Prefects  
 
Sixth Form students at the Royal Alexandra and Albert School have become role models for younger 
pupils. Thirty two Year 12 students have been selected to be Form Prefects, a role that puts them at 
the very heart of the Senior School. 
 
The Form Prefect scheme is a simple one: Two Year 12 students are appointed to a tutor group for 
pupils in Years 7, 8 or 9. During form time they will help pupils with their homework, or areas of study 
that they may be struggling with, making sure that pupils are organised and that their prep diaries are 
up-to-date and neat. They will help form teachers with form time activities, such as food surveys and 
learning techniques. They will also liaise with teachers about which pupils they feel deserve praise and 
recognition. 
 
Those interested in becoming Form Prefects had to complete an application form about their 
interpersonal skills, organisational skills and their ability to work as part of team. Their application was 
then reviewed by the Head of Sixth Form, Mrs Ross, who selected thirty-two successful applicants.  
 
The ultimate aim of having Form Prefects, however, is that Sixth Formers become positive role models 
for pupils in the lower years. The role is very much about Sixth Formers being a source of guidance, 
support and friendship. 
 
James Lee, a Year 12 Form Prefect, explains. “It’s important that Sixth Formers get involved with the 
main school. I’ve been at this school for ten years and I wanted to give back. I know that Sixth Formers 
can be good role models; we can be there if a younger pupil needs someone to talk to, or if they want 
to know more about going through the school and what it’s like doing A Levels.” 
 
Patrick White, also a Form Prefect, agrees, “We’ve all been in Year 7 and found the older pupils a bit 
intimidating. Form Prefects break the barrier between year groups and make Sixth Formers more 
accessible, and when that happens pupils become more comfortable with asking us questions. It also 
gives younger pupils the opportunity to have one-to-one mentoring if they want.” 
 
The Form Prefects also get a lot out of interacting with the younger pupils. Adam Lee, a Year 12 Form 
Prefect said, “We get experience of communicating with people of a different age group. We have to 
communicate with them differently from the way we do with our peers – we have to be more 
approachable and even friendlier, because they may not feel completely comfortable talking to an older 
pupil. It’s about learning a new skill. Of course, it’s also something that we can put on our UCAS 
application to show that we’re well-rounded students active in our community.” 
 
Although the scheme has only recently started, the new Year 12 Form Prefects are keen to start their 
new duties. On Monday, an informal lunch was held in the Bernard Sunley Sixth Form Centre for the 
new Form Prefects to congratulate them on successfully making it through the application process. 
They will now stay with the same form group for the remainder of the school year. 
 
Mrs Ross, Head of Sixth Form, said, “It speaks volumes that there were forty-eight applications for the 
thirty-two places available, which shows that the Sixth Form are keen and enthusiastic to get more 
involved in the wider school community. It’s not only the younger years that gain much from interacting 
with Sixth Formers. Our Years 12s are also getting a lot out of it; they learn about responsibility, 
commitment, and making sure that they see things through. It’s mutually beneficial. ” 
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FOOTBALL 
 

FIXTURE RESULT MAN of the MATCH  
DISTRICT LEAGUE          
Year 8 vs Oakwood  R    RAAS 4   Oakwood 2   Simon Gurung  

SIXTH FORM LEAGUE  

vs Glyn  RAAS 9    Glyn 4              Leon Shattock  

 
 
 

 
 

BASKETBALL  
FIXTURE RESULTS MAN of the MATCH  

DISTRICT 
TOURNAMENT Year 8 

W3 L1 Silver Franscois  
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RUGBY 

 
FIXTURE RESULT MAN of the MATCH  

SURREY CUP  ROUND 2   
Year 8 vs Riddlesdown  RAAS 44  Riddlesdown 5  
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